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While Anna* was riding the subway a few months ago, a pile of
unaccompanied mail caught her eye. A familiar name stood out on one of
the envelopes: My Friend's Place. Years ago as a young girl, Anna sought
help at My Friend's Place when she was living on the streets and there was
no where else to turn. With the support and resources she received, Anna
was able to persevere during the most difficult time in her life, eventually
emerging full of hope and ambition and now making great strides in her
career and personal life.

As Anna thought about how grateful she was for the assistance My Friend's
Place provided, it occurred to her that finding the mail was an opportunity
to pay such kindness forward to another. Anna scooped up the pile and later
took time out of her day to affix stamps, mail the letters, and contact the
sender.

Anna's example dispels the myths that falsely portray homeless youth as
lazy and depraved. These untruths wrongly assume that they refuse help
and our work at My Friend's Place is futile. Such myths go so far as to say
that life on the streets is fun for young people while in reality their lives are
horrific. As this heartwarming story proves, homeless youth are anything
but hopeless. They are remarkably resilient, courageous, and capable of
realizing their dreams.

After receiving profuse thanks from the owner of the mail who had feared
his many bills and payments had been lost, Anna learned that she had paid
the kindness forward in a most poignant way. The once misplaced envelope
to My Friend's Place contained a donation. The recovered money would be
used to help another homeless youth win their fight for survival, just as
Anna did so long ago.

'Names have been changed to protect the anonymity of the youth we serve

Check out our new website: www.myfriendsplace.org!
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